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Introductory note on
Prasastisangraha

The work entitled *Prasastisangraba”™ is a good Descriptive
Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit Manuscripts bearing Nos. from
196 to 263 and 54 to 78—about 54 mss. in all =in the Jaina
Siddhantabhavana, Arrah. 1 have no information as to the total
number of manuscripts in the Library, the number that have already
been catalogued and that remain yet to be examined. From the
Prasastisangraha in hand, however, | find that the method of
cataloguing follows the plan usually adopted in such works and
furnishes information on the name of the works and the authors,
the subject matter, the bulk, kind, and condition of the manuscripts,
the language and the scripts and the chronology of the authors,
besides giving quotations from the beginning, the middle and end of
the works.

The Prasastis found in almost all the works noticed in this
Catalogue are fully taken advantage of in determining the dates of
the authors. The dates range from Simhasuri's Lokatatvavibhiiga
A.D. 458 to works uu::»mpuscd in the [8th cenlury A.D The
following are some of the important works deserving study : -

Nidanamuktavali Serial No. 5, Kalyinakaraka of Ugradityacharya
Ser. No. |7 and Sarasangraha Ser. No. 39. all medical works.

Reference to Kakativa Prataparudra in Vidyanuvadanga No. 204,
to Manvagandagopiila a feudatory of the Kakatiyas in 1299 A.D., to
Virapandya (A D, 1457) in Bhavyananda, No. 216, attributed the
Pandya king himself, and to the Ganga-king Devaraja in Gitavitaraga
No. 227, a lyrical poetical work of the type of the well known Gita
govinda of Jayadeva A D 1180, are of great importance to Indian
historians.

The work is well done and the authors deserve credit for it. |t
is hoped that Pandit K. Bhujabali Shastri to whom the credit of
bringing out the above work is mainly due will continue the work
and complete the work of cataloguing all the manuscripts contained
in the Library of the Digambara Jainas in Arrah. '

A. Shamasastry.
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